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Lo After two years of Commmnist rule in China, one of the principal changes is. 
that following the high tide of the tenti-America and aid for Korea” move= 
ment at the beginning of this year, averybody seems to find themselves sud- 
denly under the all-pervading watchful eye of the government. People hard~ 
ly dare to breath 2 dissenting note, and look fearfully into every doubtful 
point in their own past records lest they be called to account and liquidated. 
The majority of the nation is suddenly gripped by fear, as compared to the 
relatively tranquil state before the end of 1950. 


2 Aepresenting the watching eye of the soverment is a complicated system of 
surveillance and control. ‘This system is a complex subject, and the follow- 
ing is but a very unsystematic reflection of ite 


3. To exercise surveillance and control over China's vast population, the Com= 
munists do «ot utilize the indigenous kinship organizations, the vital center 
of traditional Chinese social structure. Instc ad, they rely upon a new set 
of organizations. The system of kinship orgsnigations hes been singled out 
for speedy destruction, which is being effectively carried out. 


hh, In the cities, occupational and vrofessional groups have become an important 
tool of control over the attitudes and conduct of the people. Labor unions, 
businessmen's agsociations, clubs in each oceuvation or professions, teachers’ 
associations, and student bodies in schools, discussion and indoctrination 
units in government offices, ands multitude of other organizations have 
sprung up in various occupational and professional fields under the aisrices 
or encouragement of che government. Above gil, the goverment itself, WE 
its remification of expanding orgenizations, dire=thy exercises coutrol over 
an increasing member of persons under its employment. 


5. Many of these occupational and professional organizations were newly set up 
by the Commmists, but most of them existed tefore the Communist rend ance 
to power. In order to utilize the old organizetions, the Communists h 
pretty thoroughiy chonved their “@acdership by putting Communist appointees in 
the sutdle. The new leadershir consists of "democratic personages" in the 
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most cases, with a sprinkling of Party members waleniog them from post. tions 
in the general membership or minor posts in the organizations. One may 8 ay 
that, after 2? years of Communist rule, there ia hardly a single oacupabional 
or professions) organization that has not come under the Conmuniss grip that 
aan still continue te exist and carry on activities. 


The drive for new teadership in old organisations has beer an event of major 
importance, It came easily in many Cases. The ousinessmen's BPOUIBy | picky = 
frightened and demoralized, surrendered without a fight, and the new neaders took 
theix positions with eae. Keucational and technics groups were sinilarly 
willi ng to surrender to Communist leadership. In the case of some obher groups 
such as certain Labor organizations, for exaniie, the deck workers’ associations, 
44 took & lot of hard struggle to drive a wedee inte the old organization and tec 
establish the new leadership. Persecution was often necessary, a8 is shown 

by the case of the recent execution of LI Teh-hsten (& he F 5. a Lor bime 
leader of the Canton mschine workers union, on the ground that he attenpted 

to msintein the influence of the old Juadership. Several oid leaders cf the 
dock workers organizations in Canton were shot for the came reason, though 
ostensibly all those executed were branded traitors to Jaber. 


ith the leadershiv of orgmizationg in hand, the attitudes and condnct of . 
the menrership con ibe closely watched and reported. Since oceun mudor aL and 
professions] organizstions cancern one's Livelihood, one*s connection wath | 
such organizations is hound to be close and intimate, especially when tae achene 
of the Communiets includes making theoccunational . and orofessional organ~ 
4zationsa basic factor in the new social] structure. In vumerous ways, one 

has to eo through the occupational or orofessioial organizations oO Secure — 
one's own proper status end to nuke adjustments on many problems in connec bior 
with one's job or with the government, ‘The traditional indifference Lowards 
organizations among the Chinese no longer apoiies to the present situation, 
for the organization constantly scrutinizcs one's personal record .snd nelps 
to determine one’s position and personal security. 


For educational workera who work and Live closely together a3 a group, the 
supervision and control over the individual by occuvational ond professional 
organizations is so clase and intimate that one feels he is being watched 
every moment, even in his own private home. If one loudly criticizes thw 
goverment, even in his ow: sitting room, nis own servant, his colleagues, or 
his students may pass vy and overhear what he says. In fact, with the repid 
indoctrination of the young, one is afreid of talking frankly in front of 
one’s own children, who in veneral are already accusing the parents ol Lelng 
too conservative or vesctionary. Colleagues know of each other's attitudes 
and activities and esvecially so within one's own department, and such 
imowledge will be passed on to the leaders of the professional organization 
such as the association cf teachers or orefessors, which in turn will inform 
the party brariches or the police. Colleagues or co-workers who used to 

talk to each other freaiy and frankly on everything iucluding political 
tatters meet each other now mestly in silence or talking ebout the weather. 
Lyery Chinese cow suspects every other Chinese in his group and as time and 
agein encouraged to do se. In women's auxiliery of a prsfessor's organization 
in a university, mactings before the sumaer cf 1950 used tc be alive with 
interesting conversation, but now peoole sit in uneasy silence ever: though 
they continue to attend the meetings, attendance being exnected if not le- 
gally required of everybody, whereas it used to ve entirely optional. Dut, 
the greatest danger lies in one's public utteraces on secial and political 
matters in classes or meetings, where doubtful statementa asy be oicked up 
by students or colleagues. 


Those who work in peverrmnent organisations, armed forces, or institutions 
affiliated with the coverrmant are subjected to direct contral and survelil- 
lance cy the goverment. fll such i-dividuals are required to hand in 
mtobisgraphies, which src serutinized ani double checked by the “arty and 
various goverment agencies. An individual in asked to hand in his aute- 
biography not cust cnec, tat a monber of tisws or various occasions, thus 
creating the danger of handing in antoblagraphies that may differ in «cae 
respects or datails. Whether such differences are attrioutable to faulty 
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memory or intentional. concealment of certain events in one’s past record 
the writer will ot once be called in for extended questioning. Though 
only a small percentage of individuals have actually gone through the pro- 
ceas of being questioned, it is the fear of being questioned about one's 
past record that makes everybody toe the line in order to keep out of trou- 
ble. 


Autobiographies have thus far been the chief source of information for the 
police files, The number of people thus recorded is fairly large. In the 
summer of 1950 when the goverrment services took the whole crop of pradugtes 
from higher educational institutions, the vast majority of these graduates 
handed in their personal records, except those who succeeded in deaging the 
government assignments. When the goverment subsidizes or takes over the 
supervision of a private institution such as a school or hospital, every one 
employed in that institution has to hand in a personal record, Already, 

the civil goverment and the armed services together probably have a personnel 
in exeess of 16,000,000 peaple, over whom the government exercises direct 
control and supervision by poesessing their personal records and by the ex- 
ercising of discipline. This number is expanding rapidly by the extension of 
the government into the field of economics through establishment of industri- 
al and trading organizations, and the absorption of private business organ~ 
isations and educational institutions. Vhile most business firms will re~ 
main in private hands for some time to come, private educational institu- 
tions of all levels will have a very short lease of life. Most of the 
private schools, esvecially colleges, are at least, receiving covernment sub- 
sidies, and it will be a matter of a commaratively short time before they 
pass completely into the hands of the government, which Will Ray its grip on 
the administrative and teaching personnel. 


For the part of city population who are as yet unaffiliated or very loosely 
affiliated with well organized occupational or profeasionel groups, other 
general organizations such as the “neighborhood associations" Gi; 14 @ ) 

take up the slack. Neighborhood associations are now established in every 
city all over the country. / neighborhood association ie comprised of rex 
sideuts in the sane neighborhood, mainly on the sume street, hence the Chinese 
nme, "street asscciation.” It has a small committe with a chairman and a 
vice chairman, Somewhat Like the old "pac chia" system, it performs a po~ 
Licing function through collective responsibility. Throveh this organization, 
persons of doubt{ul or special background are brought Lo the attention of 

the authorities, for each of these associaticns is under the direct control 
of the precine: office of the municipal goverment. in one neishborhood in 
Canton, two persons came to the attention of the government only oecause 

they were the only ones with a high school education in the whole neighbor- 
heed, a fact that would have been entirely ignored by any previous govern 
ment, Aside from the function of collective responsibility, the nelghborhood 
association holds frequent meetings for propaganda and indoctrination, for 


collestive action such as participation in pelitical demonstrations, bond drives, 


and heloing to orgenize civilian defense units. in some citdes such as Shanghsi 
there is a city-wide covnacil to which eaih neighborhood associ abion sends 
delegates to exchange experiences and to discuss policies. Thus, the 

neighbachoed residents are kept fairly busy, and, thrown collective activities, 
they come under the influence and control of the government. 


tmother general organization that draws in people, especially those who are 
unaffilisted with occupational or prefessional bodies, ia the women’s or- 
ganization, which is growing feirly ravidly in the cities under the Communist 
yepime, & noticeaile bezinming has been made in getting the traditionally 
geciuded women out of their homes and into meetings, discussions, “study" 


groups (in fact, indoctrination Classes) ond many other forms of collective 


activities. For the members of the women's organization, the impast of po- 
litical propaganda makes them conscious of a new standard of social and ooli- 
éical values and binds them to it in increasing degrees, Here, not only do 
the conduct ond attitudes of the members come under the control and supervi- 
sion of the organizations, but the members also serve as supervisors of other 
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women outside of the organization by spying and reporting on them, ‘he 
nucleus of the women's organizations is the National Democratic Women's 


League. 


Of course, the over-all center of control and surveillance over the indj~ 
vidual citizens is the new police. Sesides the usual policing and soying 
functions, the city bureau of public security alao has the charge of taking the , 
census, The census includes information on the individuel's occupation, educe- 
tion, and organization affiliations, and other sources of income than occupa- 
tional earnings, Census takers ask the same question again and again with an 
intention te catch diserepsncies in the answers. This practice immediately 
instils fear and panic most people. A constant and strict checking is maine 
tained on the information regarding the occupation, sources of ivecme and ser~ 
sonal movement of individuala under suspicion. Usecanse of the police function 
of the census, population records are regarded as confidential information 

for the security of the state. 


Undoubtedly the system of new organizations and organizations altered to meet 
Commniat requirements are leading factors in the general control and. surveil- 
Lance of individuals. The isolated individualism of the urgan Chivese is being 
rapidly pulled down and the importance of the traditional kinship ties is being 
replaced by the new orgonizetional structures that restricts the individual with 
new bonds vital to his economic and political security. Organisational affil- 
tations md meeting attendance is more and more required of the individual, how 
aver disapresable this may be to the traditional habit of the kinship-bound Chin- 
ese, In fact, meeting attendance and group activities take up so much of one's 
time and ensrgy-that one hears complaints about it from individual conversa 
tions almost everywhere in the country. ven housewives, especially those 
whose husbands or themselves belong to organised grovps, have to attend meet- 
ings at least two or three tithes a week, and sometimes two or three times a 

day, however occupied with aousehold duties they may be. Sut, in spoite of the 
complaints sand reluctance on the part of the individuals, the general drive 

ig so strong that the membership of the new organizations is expanding rapide 
ly; They have already effected a major change in the structural franework 

ef Chinese society in a mere 2 years of Communist rule. 


It is a question a3 to how large a proportion cf the urban powulation is now 
affected by the control and influence of the government through the new sys~ 
tem or organi,ations, We know that those belonging to occupational or 
professional organigations are among the most affected, especially the govern 
ment employees, who now cever an unprecedentedly wide field, the intellect 
uals in educations] institutions, and industrial workers (who heve always been 
betier organized than other sectors of the urban population even in the pre~ 
-~Comminist daye). These three groups alcivs may number in excess of 25,000,000. 
One can estimate the percentage if one has in hand the membership date of 
occupational and professional organizations, which appear unsystematically 
Sron time to time in various handbooks snd newspapers in Communist China, 


AS evidence of the discarding and disintegration cf kinship ties, the king 

pin of the traditional Chinese social structure, there heve been significant 
items in Chinese newspapers over the past six months reporting kinsmen 

turning on each other. Thare are truc cases of fathers accusing sons, 
dmghiers accusing their ow mothers and. wives. accusing the husbands, sil 

on political crimes which frequentiy produced the death punishment for the 
sccused, OCimilar indicents between less immediate relatives are numercus, 

Such incidents very rarely if ever happened in pre-Commmnist China, while 

such things are not common even now, they nevertheless stand as symptos 

of the breakdown of the azs-old family inetitution upon which the charscteristicsa 
of the Chinese culture were once built. Perhaps more important, though less 
dramatic, ie the rapidly widening gap in attitudes and the sense of values 
between the older generstion and the young, While ‘his ideclogical discre- 
pency between the generations has been a ateady trend in the past half century . 
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the process is now vastiy accelerated. in the vre-Communist days, such Jige 
erepancies only caused family dish armonies and = slow erosicn of the founda~ 
tion of the fomilial institution, duly now, it not only accelerates the dis~ 
intepration of the traditional fanils, ove actually brings about miteal cis- 
trast and suspicion amons even the most ‘uanedt ate rolatives, snd at tune e~ 
yen threatens the life and security of the oider generetion. In a notacla 
reeant case in Kwangtune province, a Varty manber wes threatened with oune- 
dishnent and ran into hidi-g because he, as a judge in « locel court, refused 
to personally sentence to death his own father, a landlord, and aske.. nere 
mission to surrender his position to another judge to mete out the fenlence. 
This is significant, becans:, like many other aspects of vhe Communist 
movement, the disintemration .f£ the traditiosal familie] syatem is not 
to the low process of social change, out rather, it is being effected © 
political pressure or even coercion in certain cases by Party members o 
people more intimately affili ated with the Cogmunist movement. The Kinship 
group is beiag turned into an agent of control anc supervision of the older 
generation by the zovernment through the wlastic minds of the young. 


The above is confined mainly to the urban areas. In the rural districts, 

the goverr-ent control and surveiLiance over individuals is much more ai~ 
fective ond the organizational set-up is much simpler. iiere. China‘s rugad 
population is concentrated in compact villeges in which the kinshin ergo 
ization is strong, All residants in a villaye have known each other inti- 
mately for generations, and there can hardly be any hidcen information on 

the personal records of the individual, *4 the Communists need tou is 

fan up the landless and poor peasants to taxe over the contro] of the kin« 
ship organization and associated bodies such as the militis corps by dis- 
posing of the landlord and gentry class, whieh had hitherto been in control, 
The movement of every individual comes under strict con trek, smd the earth 
bound pesssntwy are driven to follow the Communist path, The fact that a 
dyastic change such as the sresert Land reform progam aen be pushed througn 
with only a few months of preparation jin some nevly liberated territurtes 
without general affective resistance 4w attrioutable in a Large sense to 

the ease with which rural conduct and attitudes can be brovcht under aontrol 
and surveillance. ‘“ithin two years, Communist power hes already gotten down to 
the grass roots of rural. power over the broad Lendseape of agricultural Coinay 
mainly through the speed with which the -casants associations ane tac YLLLage 
cadres sieze the relstively simole power machinery of the villages. 


The abo e reflections deal with the orgenizaional aspeat of centro] and 
surveillance of Chinese populetion. The eleuenta of fear works through the 
‘entire new syste. Hevertheless, one must recognize thet eontre) over a- 
huge pooulation such as China’s has to rely unor the establishment cl i new 
system of social and political values which Grive peosle inte voluntsry 
observation of the new Line. 
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